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Superintendent’s PTO Council Meeting Minutes 

November 7, 2018 ** 11:30 am-12:30 pm 
Governing Board Room 

 
I. Welcome & Introductions:  Dr. Burdick welcomed the group.   
 
II. Oktoberfest 2019:  Oktoberfest was packed and the schools did a great job of 
getting people there.  The schools reported out: 
 

• CSHS asked parents to donate any amount to sponsor a teacher or staff member 
to attend.  Eighty-eight faculty/staff attended for free and CSHS made some 
money. 

• STMS made some money this year. 
• DSA sold 143 tickets and 8 VIP tables.  They made $4,285 and were the top 

winner for an additional $500.  Congratulations! 
• BMES made about $1500 to $1700 dollars and sold 3 VIP tables. 
• LMES sat this year out as it conflicted with their Pumpkin Palooza where they 

made about $20,000 – it was a great community event. 
• HTES sat this year out but is hoping to participate next year. 

 
III. McTeacher Nights:   

• HTES is planned for February 11th 
• DSA completed their night 
• LMES believes they have a date 

Please send your dates to Julia so that we can help promote the event on CCUSD’s 
social media platforms and in the monthly, News from the Creek. 
 
IV. Kiwanis Campaign Days – What are they? 

• September 21 – STMS 
• October 5 – DSA 
• November 2 – LMES 
• December 7 – SPED 
• January 25 - HTES 
• February 8 – DWES 
• March 7 – CSHS 
• April 18 - ECS 
• May 2 - BMES 

Kiwanis has given millions to CCUSD over the years.  The last two years they’ve given 
Chromebooks that were distributed to schools based on the percentage of students; 
they’ve put in STEM labs at LMES; BMES has makerspace materials; STMS and DWES 
are going to have Digital Citizen Academy come in.  They take different grant requests 
from schools and from the district.  They also help private, charter and parochial schools 
in the area.  They help staff with daycare through Education and Community Services; 
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they have preschool scholarships; and they help the high school with clubs and sports 
funding (for students who cannot afford the fees).  

• Kiwanis uses funds made through the Kiwanis Marketplace (across from Dairy 
Queen on Cave Creek Road) to pay for all of this.   

• The Kiwanis Marketplace is a resale store that takes donations.  If you donate to 
the store, let them know what school you are from.  They keep track of 
donations.   

• You can also purchase items from their store – your purchases go toward the 
grants they give to our schools and schools in the local area. 

• Each month, one of our schools, ECS department and Sped department hold 
their campaign day.  It is in school newsletters, district newsletter and social 
media platforms to drive people there.  They had over $1M in sales last year.   

• At the Campaign Day, the school/department welcomes shoppers – LMES had a 
huge banner, their choir was there, along with AZ Science Center who were 
dissecting eyeballs.  ECS was holding a raffle when they did their Campaign 
Day. 

 
V. 2019-2020 Tax Chart:  Dr. Burdick reviewed the 2019-2020 Tax Chart.  You can 
find it online here:  https://www.ccusd93.org/Page/724 

• Our CTED passed last year – it has the smallest tax increase.  EVIT (East Valley 
Institute of Technology) is for CSHS and helps students with college and future 
career skills.   

• Administration decided to hold off on going for an override this year because, 
historically, if you have an election two years in a row it hasn’t passed.   

• Dr. Burdick has tried to get the word “override” changed – it has a negative 
connotation and people think CCUSD is going over their budget.  If an override is 
passed, it allows CCUSD to go over the budget using the tax money generated.  
If CCUSD went over budget – the first year the money would be taken out of next 
year’s budget.  If it happed a second year the district would be taken over by a 
CPA or Auditor – the Board and the Superintendent would be removed. 

• We have 50,000 voters and 7,000 of them are parents.  Most of our voters don’t 
agree with a tax increase. 

• Maintenance and Operations (M&O) override is like your check book.  It is the 
daily operation budget of the school district.  Surrounding districts pass their 
overrides – CCUSD has not passed or renewed an override.  CCUSD serves 
students in Rio Verde, North Scottsdale, North Phoenix, Cave Creek and 
Carefree (176 square miles).  Some Scottsdale residents get confused when 
their tax bill says Cave Creek – when they see the tax difference, they’re ok with 
it. 

• CCUSD’s taxes are below 2.00 – There’s a bond that’s in place from 5 years ago 
that is almost depleted.  Bonds buy big things – buses, buildings.   

• There are three main types of elections:  Bonds, M&O override, and a Capital 
override. 

• Peoria and Dysart elections did not pass.  Dr. Burdick asked the group if they 
knew why.  (Because of Sun City and other like communities.)  Older 
stakeholders do not want to pay taxes and are very conservative.   

• CCUSD is preparing for a possible override in November 2021 and we’re 
preparing for that now.   

• On your tax bill, there’s an entry that says “ADDL. EDUC. AID – Cave Creek – 
that money looks like it’s going to CCUSD, but it isn’t.  CCUSD taxes are so low 

https://www.ccusd93.org/Page/724
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that the state is not collecting enough tax from CCUSD residents.  The state 
levied this additional tax on CCUSD residents and it goes into the general fund 
that helps other school districts pay for their schools because they don’t generate 
enough taxes to pay for their budgets like CCUSD.  There are about 227 district 
in the state and only 30 are “donor districts”.   

• Arizona has equalized funding.  All taxes collected goes into a pot and is 
distributed by number of students (approx. $6k per student in Arizona).     

• CCUSD has approximately 5,500 students – about 500 are at poverty level so 
CCUSD doesn’t receive a lot of Federal money.  CCUSD didn’t receive enough 
Federal money to pay for five reading specialists this year.  The Federal money 
only paid for two reading specialists and CCUSD paid for the others.   

• Desegregation money:   This started in the 80s and districts re still receiving it – a 
lot of deseg money.  CCUSD does not receive any of this money.   

• CCUSD needs the PTOs help in passing an override – you are the ambassadors 
and the number one fundraiser for additional things our schools receive – 
Kiwanis is the number two donor. 

• Arizona is number 47 out of 50 states for funding.  But Arizona’s students are 
mid-level for achievement.   

• CCUSD held finance forums in the past to explain the overrides and they were 
not well attended. 

• Enrollment is up by 116 ($6k/student) we were able to hire more teachers – the 
high school’s enrollment is up 216.  More established families move into CCUSD 
with older children. 

• The same legislators get voted in year after year – by“like thinkers”.   
• CCUSD consultants looked at the voting for the last override (that didn’t pass) – 

they cannot tell who or how they voted but it showed that a majority of CCUSD 
parents don’t vote.  If all parents had voted yes, the override would have passed. 

• Very strict rules go into place once the Governing Board calls for a vote – The 
district can only put out a fact sheet and cannot say anything else or use district 
resources to get the word out.  PTOs need to build their email address lists now.   

• CCUSD Legislators are:   
 District 1:  Sen. Karen Fann (R) kfann@azleg.gov; Rep. Noel Campbell (R) 

ncampbell@azleg.gov; Rep. Steve Pierce (R) spierce@azleg.govDistrict  
 District 15:  Sen. Heather Carter (R) hcarter@azleg.gov; Rep. John Allen (R) 

jallen@azleg.gov; Rep. Nancy Barto (R) nbarto@azleg.gov 
 District 23:  Sen. Michelle Ugenti-Rita (R) mugenti@azleg.gov; Rep. John 

Kavanaugh (R) jkavanaugh@azleg.gov; Rep Jay Lawrence (R) 
jlawrence@azleg.gov 

 Governor Ducey (email):  https://azgovernor.gov/engage/form/contact-
governor-ducey 

• CCUSD’s budget is determined by the number of students on the 10th day of 
school. 

• Special Education funding is not what it should be.  Sped is a district program 
and doesn’t come out of the schools’ fund.  Sped has a special class size ratio 

• Preschool is a separate budget – does not come out of school funds. 
• DSA has a total of 398 students with 49 of them being DPS students. 
• Budget questions?  Contact Dr. Kent Frison, Associate Superintendent of 

Operations & Finance, at kfrison@ccusd93.net .   
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On the side: 
• Most of the middle school PTO board is leaving this year – spread the word to 

your members. 
 
VI. Class Size Policy – numbers     Dr. Burdick 
 
VII. Updates: 

• Facilities: 
• Enrollment: 
• Questions:   

 
VIII. Upcoming Events: 
 

Future Meeting Dates 
September 12 * November 7, 2019 

February 6 * April 9, 2020 
Get Social with CCUSD! 


